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Amendment to the Claims 

1 . (Currently Amended) A tablet feeder in which tablets are delivered from a tablet storage 
case mounted on a case support table, and when the tablets are passed through a delivery passage 
formed in the case support table, quantity of the passed tablets is counted by a counting means, 
the tablet feeder comprising: 

case detection means for outputting a detection signal from start of mounting of the tablet 
storage case on the case oupport tablo before end of mounting o f the table storage case, so that 
the counting means is kept in eS -on OFF state until a start state of mounting of the tablet storage 
case is detected by the case detection means and is set to-e aanON state after the detection, 

2. (Currently Amended) The tablet feeder as defined in Claim 1 , wherein the tablet storage 
case is provided with an infonnation display section for displaying information about tablets to 
be stored, and the case support table is provided with identification means for detecting the 
information display section, so that the identification means is kept i n and OFF- elf state until a 
start state of mounting of the tablet storage case is detected by the case detection means and is set 
to-ea an ON state after detection. 

3. (Currently Amended) The tablet feeder as defined in Claim 1 , wherein the counting 
means is set to the ONea state based on the detection signal from the case detection means after 
passing of noise influence time. 

4 



PAGE 4/34 * RCVD AT 6/28)2007 9:05:14 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-6/7 * DNIS:2738300 * CSID:202 721 8250 * DURATION (mm-ss):04-04 



JUN. 28. 2007 9:05PM WL&P 



NO. 32 11 P. 5 



4. (Previously Presented) The tablet feeder as defined in Claim 1 , wherein the case detection 
means is capable of separately detecting a state from a start of mounting of the tablet storage case 
on the case support table to a middle of the mounting and a state from the middle of the mounting 
to an end of the mounting. 

5. (New) A tablet feeder comprising: 

at least one tablet storage case for housing a supply of tablets, said storage case having 
indicia that identifies the tablets housed in said storage case, and a metal plate; and 

at least one case support table having a tablet delivery passage, said case support table 
having an identification sensor, a tablet counting sensor provided on the delivery passage to 
permit counting of a tablet passing therethrough, and a conductive pattern that permits detection 
of mounting and dismounting states of the storage case, 

wherein the metal plate and the conductive pattern are located so that they come into 
contact immediately after the start of a mounting operation, and the counting sensor is 
immediately set to an ON state upon contact of the metal plate with the conductive pattern so that 
any tablet that is dropped from said tablet storage case during the mounting operation can be 
detected by the counting sensor during mounting of the storage case on the case support table. 

6. (New) The tablet feeder as claimed in claim 5, further comprising a pair of guide sections 
disposed side by side on an upper surface of said case support table, 
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wherein the identification sensor is provided on a surface of one of the guide sections and 
the conductive pattern is formed on a surface of the other of the guide sections. 

7, (New) The tablet feeder as claimed in claim 6, further comprising a pair of guide reception 
sections disposed on a bottom surface of said tablet storage case, the guide reception sections 
being guided by the guide sections during mounting of said tablet storage case on said case 
support table, 

wherein the indicia is provided on a surface of one of the guide reception sections so as to 
be detectable by the identification sensor, and the metal plate is provided on a surface of the other 
of the guide reception sections so as to contact the conductive pattern immediately upon the start 
of mounting of said tablet storage case on said case support table. 

8. (New) A tablet feeder comprising: 

at least one tablet storage case for housing a supply of tablets, said storage case having 
indicia that identifies the tablets housed in said storage case, and a metal plate; and 

at least one case support table having a tablet delivery passage, said case support table 
having an identification sensor, a tablet counting sensor provided on the delivery passage to 
permit counting of a tablet passing therethrough, and a conductive pattern that permits detection 
of mounting and dismounting states of the storage case, 

wherein the metal plate and the conductive pattern are located so that they come into 
contact after the start of a mounting operation, and the counting sensor is set to an ON state upon 
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contact of the metal plate with the conductive pattern and after the passing of a noise influence 
time so that any tablet that is dropped during the mounting operation can be detected by the 
counting sensor during mounting of said tablet storage case on said case support table. 

9. (New) The tablet feeder as claimed in claim 8, further comprising a pair of guide sections 
disposed side by side on an upper surface of said case support table, 

wherein the identification sensor is provided on a surface of one of the guide sections and 
the conductive pattern is formed on a surface of the other of the guide sections. 

10. (New) The tablet feeder as claimed in claim 9, further comprising a pair of guide reception 
sections disposed on a bottom surface of said tablet storage case, the guide reception sections 
being guided by the guide sections during mounting of said tablet storage case on said case 
support table, 

wherein the indicia is provided on a surface of one of the guide reception sections so as to 
be detectable by the identification sensor, and the metal plate is provided on a surface of the other 
of the guide reception sections so as to contact the conductive pattern immediately upon the start 
of mounting of said tablet storage case on said case support table. 
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